
GPS Setup and Units
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GPS – Do you need a GPS for a Nav Rally?

• YES - you do you need a GPS for a Nav Rally?

• Maps are NOT necessary to run a Nav Rally

• GPS setup is the same for Handheld GPS or Chartplotter

• Keep it Simple – Handheld with no maps is fine!

OR



GPS – Settings and Units - 1
• Set GPS or 

Chartplotter units

• Same for handheld 
GPS to high end chart 
plotter

• Nautical miles and 
metres for distance

• Knots for speed

• Lat/Lon – Degrees 
and decimal mins

• Bearing True (not 
Magnetic)

• Datum WGS84



GPS – Settings and Units - 2

Magnetic declination 
in Melbourne, 
Australia is +11.63°

• Set GPS or 
Chartplotter units

• Same for handheld 
GPS to high end chart 
plotter

• Nautical miles and 
metres for distance

• Knots for speed

• Lat/Lon – Degrees 
and decimal mins

• Bearing True (not 
Magnetic)

• Datum WGS84



Plotting the Course – Legs and Turns

=>

Course Instructions becomes Navigation Route – See how later ?



Nav Rally Questions
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